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ALGECIRAS, aljesi'ras, spaix, a sea-
port in the province of Cadiz, on the west
side of the Bay of Gibraltar. It is well built
and has a strongly protected harbor. It was
the first conquest of the Arabs in Spain, in
711, and was held by them till 1344, when it
was taken by Alfonso XI of Castile, after a
siege of twenty months. ]S"ear Algeciras, in
1801, the English admiral Saumarez defeated
the combined French and Spanish fleets,
after having failed in an attack a few days
before. In 1906 at Algeciras was held the
Moroccan conference, which was called to
settle whether German or French influence
should be paramount in Morocco. At this
convention an act was formulated which
paved the way to French control in Morocco,
and proved to be an indirect cause of the
World War of 1914 (see morocco). Popu-
lation, about 15,000.
ALGER, dfjer, horatio (1834r-1899), an
American author of books which deal largely
with the life of self-supporting boys. His
stories are very numerous, and at one time
they were extremely popular, but are now
less read than formerly. The type of Alger
story is shown in such titles as Eagged Dick,
Tattered Tom and Luck and Pluck. Alger
was born in ISFatick, Mass., and was educated
at Harvard University.
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3 ^LG-ERIA, aljefria, a
country in the northern
part of Africa, under the
jurisdiction of France
(see colored map with
article aprica). It con-
sists of two main divi-
sions—Northern Algeria,
lying between Tunis and
Morocco, and the South-
ern Territories. North-
ern Algeria has an area
of 80,117 square miles
and a population of 5r
521,271 (1926). For ad-
ministration purposes it
is divided into three de-
partments—Algiers, Oran
and Constantine. The Southern Territories,
whose southern boundaries lie indefinitely in
the Sahara Desert, have an area of about
141,911 square miles, and a population of
about 542,000. The city of Algiers (which
see) is the seat of government. The Atlas
Mountains traverse the country . in two
ranges, one of which is parallel to the coast;
 the other is farther inland. The latter at-
tains an elevation of 7,000 feet. The climate
varies according to elevation and local condi-
tions. There are three seasons: winter, from
November to February; spring, from March
to June, and summer, from July to Novem-
ber. In general the summer is hot and dry,
but in many places along the coast the tem-
perature is moderate; in winter the climate
is so pleasing that Algeria is an important
health resort.
The chief agricultural products are wheat,
barley, oats, tobacco, cotton, grapes, silk and
dates. Early vegetables are also raised in
considerable quantities and exported to
France and England. Algeria is also the
home of the esparto grass, extensively used
in the manufacture of paper. The forests
contain pine, oak, ash, cedar, myrtle and a
number of different gum trees. A large quan-
tity of lumber is produced, and Algeria ranks
sixth among the lumber-producing countries
under European jurisdiction. It is also an
important wine-producing country. There
are valuable deposits of iron, copper, lead,
sulphur, zinc, antimony and marble.
In addition to the exports mentioned
above, wine, olive oil, hides, wood, wool, to.
bacco, oranges and other fruits are exported
The imports consist of manufactured goods,
coffee, furniture, machinery and coal. Th*
manufacturing industries are unimportant,
but include morocco leather, carpets, mus-
lins and silks. The French system of weights
and measures and French money are gener-
ally used. The chief towns are Algiers,
Oran, Constantine, Bona and Tlemeen. The
highways are in charge of the government
and are kept in excellent condition. There
are about 2,800 miles of railway in the coun-
try, besides telegraph lines connecting all the
principal points.
The native inhabitants include Arabs and
Berbers. The Arabs are wanderers, dwelling
in tents and frequently moving from place to
place. They have occupied the country since
the twelfth century. The Berbers are the
original inhabitants of the territory and
form a considerable part of the population.
They speak the Berber language, but use
Arabic characters in writing. The Jews
form a small part of the population, and
there are over 650,000 colonists of French
origin and over 175,000 who are natives of
other European countries, chiefly Spain and
Iti(4y. The country is governed by a gov-

